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Because so many listeners have been asking atout fires*in the 
National Forests this year, today's question and answer period is reserved 
for fire questions and replies from the U.S. Forest Service. 


é First, an answer for those listeners who have inquired about the 
fire outlook in the National forests this season. 


The foresters reply that the season started fairly well this year 
Because the spring was damp and rainy in so much of the country. But by 
the first of July the number of fires that had already broken out in the 
National Forests was above the average of the last 5 years. The report 
On the last day of June showed that forest rangers had already had to 
fight 3 thousand 907 fires in 1937. You will be pleased to hear that they 
Hwere able to stop all but 24 of these fires within the first 24 hours. 


As for fire prospects for the rest of the season, the Forest Service 
‘Feport thet appeared on July first gives this picture: "In Montana and Idaho, 
increasing danger and high temperatures; in the Central Rockies, generally 
Satisfactory; in California, increasing hazard; in the Lake States, in- 
Creasing hazard; in the Southeastern States, medium hazards; in the Inter- 
“Mountain States, medium hazards; and in the rest of the country, no great 
@anger at present. Of course, the worst fire season in the forests always 
~comes in the latter part of the summer when the woods are drier, the weather 
Warmer, and more people have visited the forests. 


several listeners have asked whether it is really true that man 
Causes the most forest fires. 


The foresters say this is all too true. All the records of forest 
“Tires down through the years show that man has been the most dangerous enemy 
of the forest because of his carelessness in smoking, camping and burning 
brush. Of the 3 thousand 907 fires in national forests up to Juby first, 
x thousand 154 are known to have been man-causcd--the result of carelessness 
Or malice. 
j You probably know that this ycar President Roosevelt opened an 
_ educational campaign to save our forests from firee Once all the citizens 
tet the country are intcrested in the problem and understand the hows and whys 
weet preventing, fire, the foresters believe part of the battle will be won. 


s 
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1a Said the President in his statement of July 2; "More than 30 years 
260 Ie, as a Nation, began a great battle to save our forest resourccss 
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OU hte 


"This battle we are rétewing, I am proud to say, over a wide front. 
elve million acres of land, unsuited to agriculture, have been acquired 

y the Government sinte 1933, and will be given a chance to become again a 
ich domain of useful trees, clear streams and abundant wildlifes More than 
) billion seedlings have been set out in areas so completely ruined by 

utting and burning that Nature's methods of reforesting had little chance 
inst man's method of destruction. 

" "Poresters and men of the CCC are doing their part in the pattle to 
protect and increase our forest wealth, but they are waging a stuboorn war 
inst fire. Behind this simple statement there is a tragic storye Nine 
es out of 10 the thing that starts a forest firs is man's carelessness or 
gncifferencee It is hard to believe, but 25 percent of all our forest 
es are incendiary in origine Another 25 percent are caused by smokers. 

@ are ines our forcst wealth through fire alone at the rate of 51 
fillion dollars a yeare 


. "This frightful waste of vital natural resource can be greatly reduced 
irough the whole-hearted cooperation of our citizens in being careful with 
Fé in the woods and in reporting small fires promptly. I urge you to do 

r part in helping us keep fire away from our forests." 


To help in the fire-prevention campaign this year one of the country's 
dted painters, James Montgomery Flagg, presented the Government vith a new 
ter which you may already have seen--a picture of Uncle Sam in a forest 
Per's uniform pointing to a raging forest fire. The title of the picture 
"Your Forests--Your Fault--Your Loss." More than a million copies of 

S picture have already been distributed by the Government. Many publica- 
tons have also used ite 


Fe. Ae Silcox, Chief of the Forest Service, in commenting on the new 
ter said: "America's forests are literally 'Your Forests.e! Forests, no 
ter where they are--under private, State or Federal ownership, influence 
Gaily lives of millions of people directly dependent for a livelihood on 
est products, and additional millions who use the forests for hunting, 
hing, camping and other forms of recreation. Green forests protect water- 
‘Sheds; excrt a powerful control on the sources of floods. 


"The second part of the title-- 'Your Fault!-- means just this: 90 
ercent of all the forest fires in the nation are man-caused. 


"Due to the close interrelationship between the forests and our every- 
life, the phrase 'Your Loss! becomes equally true. It may reasonably be 
Said that when a forest burns, everybody loses." 


a Now to answer the listener who inquired as to just how many acres of 
Orests burn cach year. 


Fire destroys annually, more than 40 million acres of forests—~-an area 
Ost as large as the State of Washington. The immediate loss of timber 
_ around fifty million dollars cach year but the damage caused to young 
mh, to scenic and recreational values, and by the soil erosion and floods 
| may follow in the wake of fire, amounts to many hundreds of millions 
mtvally lost to the countrye 
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